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Life is a special gift of God. To be born on this earth is a blessing, and to be

associated with such an august institution, a very special extension of that blessing. I
realise this now in hindsight, for now as a part of this Kalabhavan family, I

understand the purpose of my birth.

A chance encounter with the great visionary Fr. Abel, the architect of Kalabhavan, at

Trivandrum International Airport in 1994, caused a ripple in my existence and the
subsequent interaction with the priest changed the course of my life forever. Indeed
this meeting was a coincidence and now I realized this was one of the master

strokes of my Creator, to lead me onto the path of fulfilment.

Today when I look back at all these years spent at Kalabhavan, I am grateful to God
for granting me this opportunity to serve Him through Kalabhavan, and to know and
experience the greatness of Fr. Abel, who has become my father figure, my mentor,
as well as my alterego. I fervently ask God to bless Abelachan with a long and

healthy, active and happy life.

Kalabhavan was envisaged and fashioned by Fr. Abel and is the fruit of his
perseverance and dedication. His selfless labour is reflected in its growth and
attainment. In the year 1969, under the patronage of His Eminence the Late Cardinal
Joseph Parecattil, an ambitious project was set in concrete to quench the thirst of
music and art lovers. Baptised as The Christian Arts Club, this fine arts centre got
renamed as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel then had already reached the landmark age of half a
century. Many musical enthusiasts, eminent personalities and our very own
Padmashree K.J. Yesudas, contributed their mite to mould and shape the infant, that
has now grown into strapping manhood, the Kalabhavan of today. Thirty years of
sweat and toil, sorrows and setbacks, joys and successes, it stands a memorial, a
salute to the indomitable spirit of a humble CMI priest who strummed the strings of

many a heart with sweet music. A man who dared to dream.

The panorama of thirty years of Kalabhavan vis-a-vis eighty years of Fr. Abel's
dreams, unfolds before us, on a canvas of dance, music and drama, that sublimates
and transcends all human barriers and emotions as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel's youthful
enthusiasm, a brightly burning candle that lights the path leading each tiny talent
into a burst of capabilities, a twinkling star on the dome of the heavens.The pages of
this souvenir are dedicated to all those men and women who have enriched
Kalabhavan with their selfless devotion and made Fr. Abel's dream, his vision a
reality. I'sincerely hope and pray for the blessings of the Almighty and the continued
co-operation from each and every one of you, in all our future endeavours. M

e

Georgekutty Kariyanappally
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KALABHAVAN: ALWAYS IN THE LIMELIGHT

Kalabhavan had a humble
beginning in a small room at
Broadway, with two fiddles,
a harmonium and three kids
aspiring to be singers. That
was in 1968 when Fr. Abel,
Kalabhavan's founder father
busied himself in decoding
the sacred books from
Syriac. He found it difficult to set music for his
lyrics without professional help and as a result of
it, the Christian Arts Club came into being.

Fr. Abel's songs and translations soon
zoomed to fame and the small room at Broadway
began to transform itself into a musical world.
Musical instruments crowded the room, young
art lovers flocked around, hundreds of well-
wishers waited to lend a hand. Soon came the
day, September 3, 1969 and Kalabhavan treaded
into the world of art, shaping itself into an
organisation. Those were the years of initial
struggle, and Kalabhavan held out against it all.

Soon, it was time to own a new building.
The foundation stone for the new building was
laid by Parecattil Thirumeni in a |0 cent plot near
Ernakulam Town Hall on I5th August, 1974.
Within a short span of time, a four stor_eyed
building took shape. In fact, Bishop Parecattil had
provided the much needed confidence and

courage to Fr. Abel's efforts.

Kalabhavan is a repository of arts and skills.
Anyone with an ear for music could be nurtured
here. Training is being imparted in ?II bran.ches of
music. Apart from it, music, painting, dance and
acting classes are also being 'qondpcted.
Kalabhavan was instrumental in eliciting fame er
the fine arts. Pop-music and mimicry are two

A.M. Thomas, Former Union Minister

other art forms where Kalabhavan excels. The fact
that the Malayalam film world is crammed with
heroes who had once been in league with this
outfit, is ample evidence of Kalabhavan's merits.

In 1972, Kalabhavan set about the task of
entertaining drama lovers too. "Vincent De Paul"
was its first dramatic attempt, which boasted of
high moral standards. 'Anthichuvappu', directed
by PJ. Antony, was staged next.

Though music has always been its first
prerogative, in 1973 Kalabhavan started a theatre
school, on the lookout for fresh acting talents. A
'Nadakakalari' was also conducted which lasted

for a year.

Kalabhavan's musicals are also something to
talk about. The first musicale hit Kochi in 1971,
Yesudas was in the lead, B. Vasantha, Janaki and
Jayachandran accompanied~that indeed was a
musical feast. More than 50 artists, over 60
instruments. Never before had Kochi witnessed
something like that.

A flair for art, a desire to serve art lovers
and the will to succeed—Fr. Abel is all this rolled
into one. This founder father of Kalabhavan is a
person of many talents, armed with a doctorate
in Journalism and Politics (Rome International
University). He was a lecturer at Devagiri College,
Kozhikode. Formerly he had founded 'Kuttikalude

Deepika'.

Thirty years have passed since then. Today
Kalabhavan is at a covetable stage, commanding
glory and fame and always in the limelight—thanks
to Fr. Abel's leadership. Fr. Abel adored :

lab
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THE MESSAGE OF
KALABHAVAN
AS I KNOW IT

Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer

Kalabhavan is a glorious institution which has
contributed a great deal in many aesthetic
dimensions since the late 60's and continues to be,
to date, my link with Fr. Abel. He has worked
wonders out of the talents and young people in
and around Cochin. The massive building, which
houses Kalabhavan is to me a place of artistic
pilgrimage, a hallowed place where song, dance
and drama and other forms of art flourish under
the creative direction of Fr. Abel. He tirelessly
works for the cause of "Satyam Sivam Sundaram".
Indeed, in my view, truth is beauty and beauty is
truth and both these profound virtues are geared
to the goodness and elevation of humanity. A true
Christian that Fr. Abel is, he chooses the channel
of art to transform society. His methods are
authentic and nol money oriented. His troupes
travel all over the world and the message of India,
particularly of Kerala, is carried to other shores and
lands. This is aesthetic patriotism, unalloyed
commitment to the cause of human uplift.

From the days | came to know Kalabhavan,
it has grown by leaps and bounds and is an
outstanding example for young talent to blossom.
There is music both vocal and instrumental. There

The Kalabhavan is born- Justice V.R. Krishna lyer inaugurating are plays, which are ennobling. There are other
the Kalabhavan thirty years ago by lighting a traditional oil forms of innovation, which makes Kalabhavan the
lamp.

beloved of the people. Generations of young
artists claim to be the products of Kalabhavan.
What strikes me as most significant is the blend of
beauty in life and art with the expression of the
soul in values which make for culture. | am sure
Kalabhavan will continue in the ascendant to bring
in larger numbers of young faculties and give them
the opportunity to unfold their inner being. This
process of self realisation and global humanisation
is the highest objective of any institution where
paradise is divinity and humanity blended in happy
measure. —

A,
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TRANSFORMING KERALA'S
MORIBUND ART SCENE

Leela Menon

Not only did Fr. Abel singly orchestrate the cultural renaissance of the commercial
city of Ernakulam, but also is he solely responsible for immortalising Kalabhavan into a
cultural icon, contributing a bevy of cine-artists and mimics to flmdom and theatre.
Fr. Abel is Kalabhavan. He also effortlessly demolished the caste-identification of art
forms like Mohiniaattam, Kathakali and Bharathanatyam, earlier associated with Hinduism,
encouraging arlists from other communities to master the art forms. He could be
viewed as a great communal and cultural leveller of Kerala.

Fr. Abel thus transcended not only his clerical moorings, for he is a monk of the
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI), but he also displayed a unique sensitivity to the
role of music and dance in melding cultures. For him only talent counted, not the
person behind it. Once he detected talent, he lent his unstinted support and
encouragement to make it flower and flourish.

Himself a poet in Malayalam, Fr. Abel appears to have had a natural affinity to the
art form of music and dance. His panacea for organising children and youth and his
credo, "Catch them young" helped him dream the Kalabhavan concept. It had its origins
in the Christian Arts Club, formed to tune devotional songs for church choirs, but had
attracted illustrious music maestros like M.K. Arjunan, Dakshinamoorthy and Emil Isaacs
also. The culmination of the course was Yesudas, who lent his own cosmopolitan
image to imparta communal lustre to the Arts Club which was rechristened Kalabhavan.

While the charisma of Yesudas automatically rubbed off on Kalabhavan, Fr. Abel
contributed to the evolution of Kalabhavan into a house of ART. The Kalabhavan troupe
was a heady new concept in the sixties, attracting every aspiring artist in Ernakulam and
its neighbourhood to the organisation despite its Christian trappings. Children with
taste in music and dance gravitated to the gates of Kalabhavan as in a reflex.

Fr. Abel also moulded a team of mimics who proudly quote the Kalabhavan
label even now, despite the fame and recognition they have acquired. Jayaram continues
to be Kalabhavan's flagship, displaying the mimicry he perfected at Kalabhavan. Or
Kalabhavan Mani and various other Kalabhavan artists.

That Kalabhavan has blossomed into a campus is not surprising. For Fr. Abel
always had the vision and the stamina to translate it into reality. One is happy that
Fr. Abel manifested in Kochi to transform the moribund art scene of the city. He injected
vibrancy to it, expanded its dimensions and invested artistic legitimacy to mimicry. Kochi
should indeed be grateful for it to Fr. Abel. _osntepiin
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Kalabhavan Talent Residential School nestles in the lush green countryside,
he outskirts of the Koch1 Metropohs, in the heart of ‘God’s own country’ Kerala.
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Some of the special attractions A Sl S0V
et . £ IR ; .3 r‘%‘)'

1. Each and every student from the LK.G. onwards will be able to make use 0 (S
twenty four hour computer accessibility allowed, for the easyand instantinteraction
of the child with the parents and other dear ones, right round the globe. TheYFan
avail of e-mail, voice mail, video conferencing and other technologically feasible

add-ons from time to time.

2. Parents of the children will be welcome and be provided with, 2 opnie
accommodation for a maximum period of a week in an academic ,year ata vex.'y
nominal cost, to allow them first hand observation of their w:ard s.grpgress Ly
their school. The parents will also be invited to share the cafeteria facilities.

3. The Kalabhavan Talent Residential School will promote promisi.ng and talente:
students through documentary movie projects,asa pa‘rt of the crezftxve l:[}:rogramm
of the school, with parental approval and co-operation, to provide the necessary

€Xposure for their artistic skills.

4. Each and every student will be provided with a Sman.gan'ier.l f:flt t(t) h.elfht:\;r:
Study and understand nature and its bio-diversity. This will inculca e:an:\ e
respect for nature through gardening, nature care, waste managemen

horticultural activities.

5. Atechnology-based projecttosharpentheirpoversofeasoningand mathemati
Precision will also be an annual feature.

6. Inter-schoolas well as intra-school annual competitions inall the disciplines offered
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in the. curriculum, will be conducted with the active
participation of other local and national schools
A'lso ontheanvilisa nationally and intemaﬁonall');:
Interactive workshop under the able guidance of
top luminaries, to help focus the students on
current issues and topics of importance. |

Discipline at the school is based on a healthy interaction
between the pupil and the teacher and excellence in
performance is accomplished through co-operation,
rather than competition. Kalabhavan’s emphasis is on
the total development of the individual and with this
in view, the strength of each class is kept at a healthy
low level. Two staff members are in attendance in each

class.

The students are encouraged to make positive
contributions to the school and its environs. They are
guided with understanding and care, agd arg
cushioned in the comforts of familiar facilities and
ambience, that give them a feel of a home ayay
from home. A state of theart kitchen and dmmg
hall are operated under the superviﬂgtmiqg\'fniv_e—l :
star chefs, who dish out mouth- watering
combinations of Indian and.-cqx}t_mental i
tempt the most reluctant palates. -
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Digital Library of Christianity in India

www.marggaim.coim

A digital archive of Christian Art, Books,
Manuscripts & Manuals, Imagery Literature and Music.

Support Our Ongoing Projects

e Marggam Digital Library of Christianity in India.
e Aramaic Project - Reclaim Syriac to Reaffirm Identity.
¢ Encyclopedia of Syriac Chants.
e Resources for Researchers.
e Directory of Christaian Songs.
e Christian Arts / Music Iconography.
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An international forum for interdisiplinary discussion, and dissemination of
knowledge,on Art, Literature and Music of about
thirty million Christians in India

Christian Musicological Society of India, Josef Ross, 1st Floor, Peter’s Enclave, Opp. Kairali Apts., Panampilly Nagar, Kochi
Kerala, India-682036. Phone: +91 9496244981, +91 9446514981, Email - info@thecmsindia.org
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