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FOREWORD

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

MOC is extremely pleased to bring out a new print of the Huthomo, the
collection of songs sung at the conclusion of the Holy Qurbana.

The author of this collection of beautiful hymns, both the Syriac original as
well as their versified Malayalam translations, was the late Catholicos H.H. Moran
Mar Baselios Augen I. His Holiness' profound erudition and grasp of the Syriac
language can be gauged by the expert use of the music of the memra of Mar Yakob
of Serug in the composition of the Huthomo. His Holiness utilised a metre based
on the alliteration of the last letter, a style totally unknown in the Syriac language
and literature. In this His Holiness must be acknowledged as the first poet who
adapted a technique found in Malayalam poetry to the Syriac. -

In the previous years this Huthomo was published under the auspices of the
Konat Malpans from Pampakuda. This is the first time, however, that MOC is
publishing this text. MOC expresses its sincere thanks to the Konat family for the
transfer of the copyright of the Huthomo and to Fr. Koruthu Malpan for proof-
reading the text of the new print.

The Huthomo is herewith presented in the hope that it will prove to be a

' blessing to all.

Met. Dr. Mathews Mar Severios

Convener,
Malankara Orthodox Church Publications
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