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INTRODUCTION.

A few canons concerning the election, consecration
etc of Patriarchs, Metropolitans and Bishops of the
Church of the East.

B e e

We have of late come across a pamphlet “Rules
collected from the Synhados { Canonical Law) of the
Church of the East and Patriarchal Decrees’’ supposed
to have been published by H. H. Mar Eshai Shimon
Catholicos Patriarch of the Church of the East, for the
information of our congregation in America, but circu-
lated in India too. The subject is, asis evident from
the title, some canons quoted from different synods. But
prominence seems to have been given to one Canon of
the synod of Mar Dadeesho, which states “whatever a
Patriarch does, should not be questioned or judged by
anybody.’” But we should like to present before you some
canons which we had the good fortune to read and digest.

W hatever a Patriarch does, nobody should question
or judge’’ means that a Patriarch is never expected to
do anything contrary to the laws of the church, T herefore
so far as the activities and dealings of any Patriarch
are lawful and canonical nobody will dare and nobody
has any right to oppose and complain. But, if it happens
that any Patriarch does anything contrary to the laws and
canons, we see canons restricting and judging him, For,
by the synods, nobody is exempted from the scope and
operation of the laws—not even the Patriarch. If a Pat-
riarch could not be judged by the canons, the holy synods
would not have formulated rules and canons for his
Judgement. Such canons are still existing and in force
and have not as yet been counteracted by later synods.
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s authority to judge any man from the

Phese canons have .
o of the congregation ace-

Patriarch to the lowest membe
his misdeeds and the canon concerned, as we

s canons quoted  below, They are many in
number but we have soleeted a few only for the general
information of our congregation. Some of these canons
Formulted after the synod of Mar Dddeesho.

ording to
loarn from the

were

We pray and request His Holiness in all sincerity
ond humility to enlighten us as to which of these canons+
that of Mar Dadeesho or of others—1is lo be rejected
or accepted.

An article “Assyrian Patrianch’’ by Mr. J. A,
Douglas is given as appendix which will throw sone
liaht on the matter,
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HVVM UUDUD, LUVUBU IV I3 & SLrauger, ( L01S means only
that they are not in orders, but not strangers as such),
But there is no stranger in the church to be the
Episcopa of that See- The same is also applicable to

the rich people, if he is worthy, And (when offered)
he must not decline it.

1i. FROM THE SYNOD OF
MAR GHEEVARGHESE CATHOLICOS.
CANON III.
Regarding the election of Church Ministers:-

Persons of good deeds and who have a fair know-
ledge about the teachings of the truth of the faith
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