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Dear Rev. Dr. Abel,

know that the Kalabhavan is celebn!lng its 30th [ i ary
19th January, 2000. : :

The President extends his warm g '
.to.«‘all“those mocn!edwlth ala abhavan
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Life is a special gift of God. To be born on this earth is a blessing, and to be

associated with such an august institution, a very special extension of that blessing. I
realise this now in hindsight, for now as a part of this Kalabhavan family, I

understand the purpose of my birth.

A chance encounter with the great visionary Fr. Abel, the architect of Kalabhavan, at

Trivandrum International Airport in 1994, caused a ripple in my existence and the
subsequent interaction with the priest changed the course of my life forever. Indeed
this meeting was a coincidence and now I realized this was one of the master

strokes of my Creator, to lead me onto the path of fulfilment.

Today when I look back at all these years spent at Kalabhavan, I am grateful to God
for granting me this opportunity to serve Him through Kalabhavan, and to know and
experience the greatness of Fr. Abel, who has become my father figure, my mentor,
as well as my alterego. I fervently ask God to bless Abelachan with a long and

healthy, active and happy life.

Kalabhavan was envisaged and fashioned by Fr. Abel and is the fruit of his
perseverance and dedication. His selfless labour is reflected in its growth and
attainment. In the year 1969, under the patronage of His Eminence the Late Cardinal
Joseph Parecattil, an ambitious project was set in concrete to quench the thirst of
music and art lovers. Baptised as The Christian Arts Club, this fine arts centre got
renamed as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel then had already reached the landmark age of half a
century. Many musical enthusiasts, eminent personalities and our very own
Padmashree K.J. Yesudas, contributed their mite to mould and shape the infant, that
has now grown into strapping manhood, the Kalabhavan of today. Thirty years of
sweat and toil, sorrows and setbacks, joys and successes, it stands a memorial, a
salute to the indomitable spirit of a humble CMI priest who strummed the strings of

many a heart with sweet music. A man who dared to dream.

The panorama of thirty years of Kalabhavan vis-a-vis eighty years of Fr. Abel's
dreams, unfolds before us, on a canvas of dance, music and drama, that sublimates
and transcends all human barriers and emotions as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel's youthful
enthusiasm, a brightly burning candle that lights the path leading each tiny talent
into a burst of capabilities, a twinkling star on the dome of the heavens.The pages of
this souvenir are dedicated to all those men and women who have enriched
Kalabhavan with their selfless devotion and made Fr. Abel's dream, his vision a
reality. I'sincerely hope and pray for the blessings of the Almighty and the continued
co-operation from each and every one of you, in all our future endeavours. M

e

Georgekutty Kariyanappally
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KALABHAVAN: ALWAYS IN THE LIMELIGHT

Kalabhavan had a humble
beginning in a small room at
Broadway, with two fiddles,
a harmonium and three kids
aspiring to be singers. That
was in 1968 when Fr. Abel,
Kalabhavan's founder father
busied himself in decoding
the sacred books from
Syriac. He found it difficult to set music for his
lyrics without professional help and as a result of
it, the Christian Arts Club came into being.

Fr. Abel's songs and translations soon
zoomed to fame and the small room at Broadway
began to transform itself into a musical world.
Musical instruments crowded the room, young
art lovers flocked around, hundreds of well-
wishers waited to lend a hand. Soon came the
day, September 3, 1969 and Kalabhavan treaded
into the world of art, shaping itself into an
organisation. Those were the years of initial
struggle, and Kalabhavan held out against it all.

Soon, it was time to own a new building.
The foundation stone for the new building was
laid by Parecattil Thirumeni in a |0 cent plot near
Ernakulam Town Hall on I5th August, 1974.
Within a short span of time, a four stor_eyed
building took shape. In fact, Bishop Parecattil had
provided the much needed confidence and

courage to Fr. Abel's efforts.

Kalabhavan is a repository of arts and skills.
Anyone with an ear for music could be nurtured
here. Training is being imparted in ?II bran.ches of
music. Apart from it, music, painting, dance and
acting classes are also being 'qondpcted.
Kalabhavan was instrumental in eliciting fame er
the fine arts. Pop-music and mimicry are two

A.M. Thomas, Former Union Minister

other art forms where Kalabhavan excels. The fact
that the Malayalam film world is crammed with
heroes who had once been in league with this
outfit, is ample evidence of Kalabhavan's merits.

In 1972, Kalabhavan set about the task of
entertaining drama lovers too. "Vincent De Paul"
was its first dramatic attempt, which boasted of
high moral standards. 'Anthichuvappu', directed
by PJ. Antony, was staged next.

Though music has always been its first
prerogative, in 1973 Kalabhavan started a theatre
school, on the lookout for fresh acting talents. A
'Nadakakalari' was also conducted which lasted

for a year.

Kalabhavan's musicals are also something to
talk about. The first musicale hit Kochi in 1971,
Yesudas was in the lead, B. Vasantha, Janaki and
Jayachandran accompanied~that indeed was a
musical feast. More than 50 artists, over 60
instruments. Never before had Kochi witnessed
something like that.

A flair for art, a desire to serve art lovers
and the will to succeed—Fr. Abel is all this rolled
into one. This founder father of Kalabhavan is a
person of many talents, armed with a doctorate
in Journalism and Politics (Rome International
University). He was a lecturer at Devagiri College,
Kozhikode. Formerly he had founded 'Kuttikalude

Deepika'.

Thirty years have passed since then. Today
Kalabhavan is at a covetable stage, commanding
glory and fame and always in the limelight—thanks
to Fr. Abel's leadership. Fr. Abel adored :

lab
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