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In the past, Sarah and Jacob Cohen, who lived in Jew
Town in Kochi, were resources for several researchers
from universities outside India. The cultural department of
Kerala, however, did not take enough academic interest in
their life story. It is in this context that | decided to docu-
ment the musical memories of the Cohens. Besides, in
1995, | was on an assignment from the editor of the Gar-
land Encyclopedia of World Music to coauthor an entry on
Kerala with Dr. Rolf Groesbeck. | decided to write a sec-
tion on the Jewish music of Kerala (see Palackal 2000).
My friend Fr. Johnson Vazahappilly had a connection to
someone who knew about Kerala Jews. On Saturday , 23
September 1995, we took a trip to the famous Jew Town
in Kochi and found the home of Jacob and Sarah. My field
note on this day (see Palackal 1995) is available. They
welcomed us joyfully. We recorded a few songs that day
at home on a cassette tape recorder. | wanted more and
arranged a studio recording of songs in Hebrew and Mala-
yalam that we hear in this video. In fact, we have a histori-
cal treasure in this video. Sarah did most of the singing,
but Jacob introduced the song. Thus, we had the unique
fortune of documenting the speech voice of Jacob Cohen.
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Dr.Joseph J. Palackal with Sarah & Jacob Cohen

Dr.Joseph Palackal's Field notes
on his first meeting with
Jacob & Sarah Cohen
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