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Chapter 11

Situating St. Thomas Christians and Their Women

The introductory chapter discussed briefly the origin and development of
Women’s Studies including Feminist Spirituality and Theology and the
subsequent space it created in the realm of academic studies. The attempts
to understand spirituality and theology that the nuns of St. Thomas
Christians developed so as to express their womanhood, require a
historical contextualization and analysis of the circumstances, against
which the various Women Religious Congregations took shape in Kerala.
This Chapter deals with the various aspects of the community life
of the St.Thomas Christians who trace their origin back to the Apostle
St.Thomas. This study intended as a backdrop to the later chapters
because from St.Thomas Christian Community of Kerala all the six
indigenous Women Religious Congregations - originated. Hence an
attempt is made to trace the sociil, cultural, economic and religious life of
the St.Thomas Christians in detail. Here it is necessary to highlight the
aspects of colonial dominance of the ecclesiastical authorities, especially
the domination of the Western Latin Church over the indigenous
St.Thomas Christian Community. An attempt is also made to study the
reactions of St.Thomas Christians against this foreign intervention and the
efforts made by them to get indigenous bishops who belonged to their

own rite. The background is set by studying and comparing the four
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of the missionaries in 1788. The Catholic Thomas Christians were separated from
the Latins by the establishment of Apostolic Vicariate in 1887 and a “Hierarchy”
was erected for them in 1923. Thus their ‘Church’ and ‘Hierarchy’ were called The
‘Syro-Malabar Church’ and the ‘Syro-Malabar Hierarchy’ respectively. APF,
SOCG, Vol. 878. f. 104. For details see, Andrews Thazhath, Juridical
Sources...,Op.cit., Chapters V and VI. The word ‘Syro’ referred to the liturgical
language of Syriac ( East Syriac).

? Apostle Thomas is one of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. Holy Bible St.John:

11/16; 14/2-6; 20/20-29.

Bishop Francis Roz. 5. J., the first Latin prelate over the Thomas Christians, after

studying their ancient books and traditions, writes in the beginning of the

seventeenth century that the Church in India was always called The Church of St.
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