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the Hebrew Bible and some other, refated area.

This text tries 1o take these facts seaously. Recognizing students’ existing knowledge
and motivation, it treats Aramaic as if it were a dialect of Hebrew, without trying to cover all
of the language’s depth and richness. This is a widespread, if seldom acknowledged, approach
with a long pedigree. The fourtegnth century grammarian Profiat Duran described Aramaic as
“the Holy Tongue corrupted” (9202220 D920 107)." That, however, is a patently inaccurate
and very unfair way to characterize an independent language that has produced several quite
separate bodies of litgrarure ceach historically and\Jinguistically important in its own right.

Our only justification for this approach is pedagogic utility. thdeed, pedagogic con-
siderations have gavemed most of the presentation here, which has been kept as non-techni-
cal as possible. Thus verb, noun, and pronoun charts include hypothetical forms (unmarked)
on the premise that students will find it easier to leam pattemns as a whole without trying 1o
distinguish attested from theoretical forms or to remember where direct evidence is lacking.
Where several alternative forms exist, only one is presented. The selection of these preferred
forms has frequently been diflicult, especially in cases of ketfv and geré, where the problem
of deciding whether it is pre-Christian or masoretic Aramaic that is being taught had to be con-

*Ma'asel Fod, ed. ). Friedlander and J. Kohn (Vienna: Haltswarte, 1865) p. 40,
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