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Notes 

Beda d' Yawman (Syriac Chant) and '                      ' (Malayalam) 

Concluding hymn, Beda d'Yawman, for Salve Ladinju (Litany) in honor of the Blessed Virgin. Marth Maryam 

Church, Alangad. 9 September 2021.  

This video is a testimony to the level of freedom that the Syriac church choirs enjoyed creating new hymns and 

performance practices of existing Syriac hymns. For example, the choir adds an instrumental introduction to the 

melody of the famous Marian hymn in Syriac. Interestingly, the introduction is in 4/4 meter, fast tempo, whereas the 

hymn is 6/8 meter. There is also an instrumental interlude that is in 4/4 meter. After the interlude, the rhythm goes 

back to the original 6/8 meter. The triangle player modifies the style of playing accordingly. This is the first time we 

see such an example. There are errors in the articulation of the Syriac text. The singers are not Syriac literate. 

Therefore, they may not be aware of their mistakes. Nevertheless, their enthusiasm to sing Syriac chants on special 

occasions is commendable. The text of the Malayalam hymn is not a translation of the Syriac text of Beda D'Yawan, 

but an independent composition set to the melody of the original Syriac chants. This, too, is an example of the extent 

of freedom the Syriac choirs enjoyed. We are grateful to Fr. Cyril Thayyil for motivating the choir at Alangad to sing 

this chant for our channel. 

 

Dr. Joseph J. Palackal, CMI                                                                                                                                          

New York  

22 September 2021 

 

 

 

© Copyright: Christian Musicological Society of India. Do not use any part of this article without prior written 

permission from the Christian Musicological Society of India. For permission please send request to 

info@thecmsindia.org 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YynEr8SFzT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YynEr8SFzT8
http://aramaicproject.com/aramaic-project/part-1-syro-malabar-church
http://thecmsindia.org/encyclopedia-of-syriac-chants/b/b-eda-d-yawman-on-this-festival-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YynEr8SFzT8
http://thecmsindia.org/encyclopedia-of-syriac-chants/b/b-eda-d-yawman-on-this-festival-day
http://thecmsindia.org/personalities/fr-cyril-thayyil
http://aramaicproject.com/joseph-palackal
http://www.thecmsindia.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/
mailto:info@thecmsindia.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YynEr8SFzT8
https://www.youtube.com/thecmsindia

