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INTRODACTION.

(soMm OPINIONS)

Prof. »r. STEN KONQW:

“I haveeuot tic slglresy doubt that you are
right in saying tDat Malayalam was, in certain
features, different from Tamil ewcn before AL 1. 900.
vesseeeso There can be no doubt that Malayalam and
.Tamil are derived from a common base. They can
be considered as sisters of the same age, and to my
mind it is not possible to say that one of the two is
older or younger. [ am not even convinced that the
difference is always one of @me and fevelopment,
......... Togay I should only like ro congratulate you
on baving finished a long and laborious study with
results which will accrue to the credit of Indian
scholagship in general apd of yourselt in special.”
{ Letter from Kristiania dated 22-6-1923).

Dr.-E. HULTZSCH:

You are ‘‘doing a real service to linguistics,
The m&hod which you foliow is the only true and
correct one and wisl commend itself to European
scholars.® (Letterfromn Halle dated 13-6-1923).

De. L. D. BARNETT:

“Undoubtedly the contemporary documents
must be the first and chief source for our knowledge
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of any language, 2ad one which must take precedence
of the grammars, Naturally th longuage.......

was never quite homogeneous throu rhout the M I.]!l_) ull
speech-area; but thyt fnct does not detzact f20m the
importauce of the inscriptions as fir t-hand evidence.”
(Letter from London aated 2nd Ju 1., 1924).

Dr. F, W, THONAS:

“What yon wro® .... ...concerning the history
ol the Malayalam language is icteresting, and I shall
look forwurd to sceing it expoanded in Lnglish.”
(Letter from London dated April 17, 1924). -

SIR RICHARD CARNAC TEMPLE:

“Itisa paeésure to me to publish your Malabar
Miscellany articles (in the Indian Antiqua -y),

“The Christians have been =0 lorg in S, India.

and their history so in*zresting and 1 may say still
so little studied that I am rlways glad to publishr
anything that can seriously throw light on the
subject” (Letter from London dated 14-2-19%5).

STANLEY P. RICE, ESQUIRE: 1.CS.

¢, ..eueeeoread witn greal appreciation yoarQrticle
in the last (April) issue of the * Asirtic Review ’ on the
Magna Charte of the Malabar Clbristians. ~ Letter
from London.dated 23rd Aprid, 1923, See Ch..1l,
Viand IX whlch deal with this Mugne Certa;

-

e — T
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EX.ORIPNTE LUX.

-—-———‘-——-

PREFACE.

“‘

The Malabar Chrigtians of St. Thomas have very
valuable, historic copper plete® documents and
have been long enjoving exceptional social, commer-
cial,® political,® and religious privileges.  But
very few of them have any clear idea of the import.
ance of their Magra Carta or of the glory that was
theirs. The first ten ehapters of the book are meant
to remedy this defect to soreeextent.

[ have tried oy best to make this book clear,
correct and concse in its statements, [Exhaustiveness
and finality are, of course, impossible. T very much
regret that the reading aud interpretation of the Cufic
ana Pahlavi portions of ¢he third ‘document, which

(1) They hage also three lithio losctipiions in Pahlevi of the
.Bassanian period (226-G51 A. p. sccoeding 40 M, N. Dhalla’s
&oroastrian Civilization, 1331), one of which was dlssovered
by me in 1921 (Indiam Antijuary, 1923, p. 365 and Juvne, 1224),
There art, biides,  1ithlo tragufdus In Groek (Ibid, 1923, p. 356),

and anotur ales in the same Ianguage,

(2 Thoma® Cana, Sabr Iso®al Jeavl Rorltan of the copp-e platen,
were throe (>aign merchead prinoes among the Malabar
UChrelstiaos,

3) They had, in pro-Porluguose timas, e dynssty of Ohrlelian kiags
oalled the VIGLYY ARVATTAM SWARUPAM, Iad, 4nl, for
Jane, 19323),
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Prof. Ernst Htrzfeld o\ Germzny and Dr. J, J.

Modi, B, A, Ph. D, ¢, L. £ of Bombay are preparing
at my instance arc not yet readgor insertion in this

book,
A shorteummary of the hodk is given below.

Crap. . The fouresets of cqpper Watess, (1) The
two plates of Thowas Cenal: of 345 or 745 A. b,
according to trditipns; (both missing); (2) the
thren plases of the Quilon Tarisa Church, of the
Oth cent. (last plate missing); (3) the four plates
of the same church; later in the same cent. (first
plate missivg); (1) the plate of Iravi Korttan, of
1320 (Pp, 1—3).

Cuar. [I.  Translation of a_necessarily ipperfect and
mnccarate Portuguese rendering of the first set,
made probably in 1544, when the two plates
were pawned to the Portuguese for 200 reals,
A litbsc public copy said to exist, but not Yet
discovered. These plates may now be in the
Torre do Tomho of Liston or in ,some old
Franciscan Convent of Portugal 4 Pf. 5—9).

Coap, II(-V, Improved readings and translations
of the other three sets, New materials, facts
and ipterpretations imclnded. Languistics e
dence points to [Kielhorn’s 1320 a.n. fer the
plate of Iravi Korttan, and not to Daniel’s
230 A. D (Pp.-9~27).

www. TheCMSIndia.org




A

Caap, VI.  Analysis of the four sets, showing the
doneea and the rights and privlleges granted.

(Pp. 27-30),

Coar. VII, Description of the pledes and an acoount
of their strange vicissitudes. (Pp. 30-33)

Coap. VIII. Receiasion and translation of the
Cochin Jews* plistes. (Pp:- 33-35).

Cuar, IX.  The traditional 72 privileges granted by
the Emperor of Malabar. About 25 only men.
tioned be name in the pintes. The rest merely
indicated by et cetera (Pp. 36-48).

Cuar. X, The twoold Malabar Christian denomi.
nations : Manigramakker (perhaps Manichceans),
and Tarutaykkal (literally orthodox, perbaps
Nestorians), Manigramakkar of Quilon and
neighbourhood now mostly Hindus. (Pp, 49-64)-

Caar. XI, Comparative study of the language of
the copper plates. The sucsessive stages in the
evolutiou of Malayalam and their distinctive
feasurss, phonetic and grammatic. Nine addi-
tianal specimens of old Malayalam (350-1725
A. D.), including some unpublished ones. (I’p.
64-80),

GLOSSARY. Explanation of some obsolete or ohole-
seent words and expressions, (Pp. S1-101),

Corx1GENDA and addenda. (P,'102).
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I hope T am righs in my ¢onclusiong in Ch. XI
(9) regarding the origin :adl development. of Mala-
yalam. O the metked T hove adopted, Dr. Sten
Konow (Oelow) vrote to me on 22-6-1923: *“The way
in which yox approach the question about the deve-
lopment of Malavalam is scholarlikésand sound, and
your results will enrich our kn)wledge of the lingui-
stic history of Scathern India” This chapter is
short, but the study of inscriptions, on which it is
based was long and laborious, involving the very
tedious and difficult process of making fresh, accurate
readings of the epigraphs dealt with.  Such a syste-
watic study on scientific lines was never before
attempted.

In 1908, my eldest brother, the late Mr. Koch-
chitty Vadhyar tanght me the Vatteluttn alphabet,
entirely defanct and practieally useless in those days,
But the useless has borne frnit in the improved

(4) In foot.-note 18 (p. 11) I surmised, on the strength of linguistic
evidence that Bhaskara Rivi of tbe Jawlsh plate (of, 8) m'ay be
sasigned to circa 1000 A. D, Tt ha since bego confirmed by Me,
A, B. Ramanatha+ Ayyar, Superinjendeny of Archaeolo:y
Travanoore, who in bls receny tour assured himsell of tho syn-
ohronisth of Bhackara Ravl aod Vallvea katai Iy re-cxaminiog
s lithlc finecription in a templa in Changanacerl, Thore isan
insoriptlon of the latper kiog dated in 149 MM, E. /973 A, D)
Bes Bp, Ind., IX 234 1.
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rexdings of #he inscriptions awl other documents in
corporated in this book. [, therefore, most gratefull
dedicate this emoir $o his revered memory,

In conclusion, L have to thank mogt sincerely
all the numerous forelgn scholars and local friends,
who have very kindly iade the book what it is.

0

ISrrare est hm

affiea geqrag©sa:
@HEAR T JONR 5@% l

Trivandrurc,
eph.
s May, 2926, }  TK Josep
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