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Passmg On History by Word of Mouth
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: By DOUGLAS JEML

¥ NMALULA, Syria — These days,

us bies just 45 manutes away,

Improved roads that mean that
joarney between this solated vil-

Hige and the capital no longer strikes
ane a3 forbid ding.

& But linguistically, Malula is scill &

untoilself.

» Here in the Darren Qalamun Moun-

CGains the peaple do ndtspeSCATALRE

4t least sy themselves. ﬂlm lan-

guage has been the lingua franca in

this part of the world for more than

L0 years, but theirs is even older,

rmgm noarly 3,000 years 1o $00

3 The language is Aramaic, the one
ken by Josus, Everywhere else, it
wtcmmsmbuxhem.

Smebow, ¢ has end

bﬁmhum numned

Aly In Madula, wuh-wnuhl.bad

and In two nearby vil-
“"ledoesluammc!%mc

-.-;4-....-”\

“Even in Damascus, peopde look sl
U3 funny, and they ask what lan-
BUage are you speaking.” said Assad
Barkeel, 24. Like neasly everyone
clse here, Mr, Barkee! learned Ara-
malc from the ¢radde, and also ke
nearly everyune else, be says he is
determined to pass on the gItCLo a-
other geceration.

As home to several Christian bholy
5605, Including Me fourth-<entury St
Sergas Church, which was butlt to
hamar soldsers slain by & Roman em-
perot because of their bebiefs, Malula
has long been o haven for Chyistians.
They make up about half the popula-
tion, afar Jarger propociicn than the
13 percent in Syria as a whobe.

But even if (he link 10 Jesus malees
some Christians marc passionate
about preserving 1he language, thece
18 10 divide when it comes to Arama.

in Maluda. Musiims and stiang
alike cnutowm
“comprehensiBle to mast ocher Syri-

ans and to almoest everyone elie.

blikhal Halal, 75, spoke Aramaic for Kuwaiti tourists racently, but some
fortigners have come and learned to speak the language even better.

lnvimmnwsym. Lebanon,
Isracd and the Palestinian territo-
rigs, Aramaic was for centurics the
language of daily life, and it was
thriving at the time of Jesus, (He-
brew was reserved for religlous wor-
ship.) Parts of the Eible weore writtes
in Aramaic, scholars say, as were
paris of the Dead Sea Scrolls,

Yet even #s A spoken language, it
w3 overtaken in the scventh cencu-
1y, glving way to ochers, including
SYriac t has disap-

“pExred entirely as a written lan-
£ange, wWith parts of its alphabet ut-
terly kst to memnory.

But though it no‘wﬁp&«m
A written language, s s and

“rterics sometimes adopt a rough sys-
tem of SeAnsCripgion to reader Lthe
epoken sounds in a recognizable
script, usually Hebrew or Aradie,
This allows an Aramaic kilurgy to be
used in some Syrian churches.

In Makale, Spoken Aramaic has
lived on, unmolested by soccessive

Atﬁ.ﬂugnu(:lucb.du&v Fayez Frejat recites

Pacay W4 by Comatrey Kooy foe The Kew ork Tupes

the Lord's Prayer in Aramaic, ﬂulanpu(e:pokmb)

q ©
foree conformity on such a remote
place, aredoubt that lies at an nlel-
ude of 5,000 foos,

For centuries, its régidents have
Jived samply, and mastly in iselation,
DPErched in houses Gug into the steep
hillside and drawing thelr livelihoods
from the springfod land delow, To
Weniure 10 Damascus was long an ar
duous journey, 10ress land that was

e a

By anow in the winter.

The dith century has hreeghtthe
enpital closer, and with it, Arabic in
he schools.

But nec even raw [obs in Damas-

Aramaic at bome. People say they
have become ever more determinod

o kecp the language alive,
““When we saw oulsiders come and

Jesus. Malulu is the home of several Choistian holy sites, and the church attracts many pilgrio.
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Malula and two nearby villages.,

430 1he early taste of tourist dollars,
in a tide that sometimes makes for
an eclectic mix.

One recent resident widely de-
scribed with much affection was
Werner Arnold, a German linguist
who 05kod 10 be known as Abu thea.
himduring the several yearshe
spent trying to master the region's
mostobscure tongoe. Some of his
stdents have taken up residence (n
his place, and old men ke Mixhal
Halal, 75, say thiey saill canmnot be-
liewe that thie foreigners have >
l:modwwmmn\ummr
than he does. 21

By cnwas,mmhumpa Sergi-
nsChuv ol which any pil-

sulla French pmucu‘rau.-. some
people keve il Jook with suspicion

pay o much attention to our 1an- at these who tarn vp In Malula and -
guage, we thought Ilwnmrmspan- clal 10 marvel at what hasen-
sibility 1o legrn more,” said Sulet. dured. As the story has it, 8 visiting
man Wakim, 31, mcmdnhy uhﬁrwhpmldmmmﬂu
shop that fali for A unudan:muumu
neAly browned falafel. a Gevman spy.
Because of 3 local legend dating But rétent years have brought not

from Workd Wac 11, when Syria was

calya fresh barch of scholars, but

s, theRev. Fayez Fum,am-
ay-luusaynmm Greek Catholic
priest, delights visitors by rectting
Ghe Lord’s Praycr i Aramaic even
mmm« speak the lan.

guage, having been assigned to Ma-
lu.lllutakwyulsm

, eXpeT(s sy, some
18,000 Sycians speak Arafaie, in-
" Eluding those who live in the nearby
Viltages, Bakha und Jubadin

Of that total, umps.pemmw
have left the vilages for better ope
porwmnities in the capital. Most re-
turn to the MOUNLAINS in the summer,
and most still speak Aramade o
home to thedr <hildren, bul it isthat
exodus that worries some residents.

“Uf 1 were the tnterior Minister, 1'd
Pass & law that said no ene from Ma-
lula could marry outside chese vil-
Jages,” Father Frejat said. *Unless
they hear the language at home, the
wnmwumwwwuhm( | B

lhou@ extraordinary
muumuemukm Orphans,
in many cases, are bmugm upby Ar-

I With the pic-

riceaque heact o village ard its
narcow, steep alleyways already
chockabliock with Bouses, permissicn
110m the government has boen
sought and won 1o AllOW NeW con-
straction on the outskirts, to make
room for newlyweds and thelr prow-
ing familtes,

"Emonebbemm;mmln-
terested (o pr Aramaic,”
sold Al Muqdah, SL s cur lans
guage, afterall” -
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