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Syriac is the most literary of all the Aramaic dialects. From the
philological point of view it should be called Christian Aramaic®.
Though itemerged as an independent literary language of Christians,
it had its pagan versions before the first century A.D. Syriac scripts
employed in the earliest period are similar to Palmyrene. Once we
come to the early centuries of Christian era, Syriac employs the script
known as Estrangela (coming from the Greek word Strongule meaning
‘round’). Compared with the ‘square” Aramaic characters, Estrangela
is rather ‘rounded” script. After 5* century AD we find the emergence
of two more scripts for Syriac: East Syriac and West Syriac scripts.
Thus Syriac or Christian Aramaic is a language with three different
scripts though similarities do exist.
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Arabic. Writing Arabic in Syriac script. is called Carshén, Gardiini,
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" Carshini, Karshiing, etc. Syriac dictionaries describe it as “Arabic
written in Syriac characters”?.  The words suax)and \ax 1\ are
of Mesopotamian origin and the exact meaning is unknown. Carsciun,
Garscion® are also used. \ax13 is said to be the name of a Syrian

who invented this writing technique and accordingly the script is
called Carshunica*.

1. F.Young, “Syriac - A tool for the student of early Christian doctrine”, Horizons in
Semitic studies ed., J.H. Eaton (Birmingham 1980), p. 39.

2. J.Payne Smith, ACompendious Syriac Dictionary, P.79; |. Ortiz de Urbina, Patrologia
Syriaca (Rome 1965) p. 17.

3. R.Payne Smith, Thesaurus Syriacus |, Col. 790.

4 |bid., col. 1839.
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