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Introduction to Syriac Studies.

(Mini Syriac Grammar)

This booklet is just an introduction to Syriac studies. The Grammar of Fr. Gabriel (1922) of Fr.
Ludovic (1951); of Fr, Jerome (1944) and mine (1961) as well as the erudite grammar of
Rev. Fr. Thomas Arayathinal (1957, 1959); of Mar Aprem (1981) etc. are there for scholars
or those interested in further studies. Rev.Dr. Thomas Koonammakkal was behind the
making of these notes.

The languages of the world can be divided into five main families : The Aryan (Indo-European);
Semitic, Mongolian, Dravidian, and the Negroid. Hebrew, Aramaic (Syriat), Assyrian, Arabic
etc. are of the Semetic family.

Aramaic/Syriac is one of the oldest of languages; and hence véry simple. Our Lord Jesus Christ
and his mother, Bl. Virgin Mary and the Apostles spoke the same. Some parts of the Old
Testament, and the Gospel of St. Mathew were originally written in Syriac.

European scholars use either the Chaldean or Western pronunciation. No one is faithful to our
ancient Indian tradition. Even in the Assyrian Church of the East (Trichur) they pronounce
many words arid some vowels like the westerners, probably from the influence of those
Jacobite priests who helped them to translate their liturgical books. As to their pronunciation
of certain words the influence of some modern Middle Eastern Syriac teachers as well may
not be denied.
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There are only twenty two letters in this language; namely . A ¢ (L s myooa A‘ -2
A Ao eSS B i 1% They are written and read from the right to the left. All
letters start from the line. They can be written continuously but for a few, namely a a3 2
& A ¢ 9 Some have hard and soft pronunciations, namely & 44>3 A\ <1 The hard sound
is called Kusaya and the soft sound Rukaka. The Syre-Malabarians add the sound of «. when
a1, are doubled.
The pronunciation and numerical value of the consonants:

1 aova = (A83) 2

2 ar, a® vb—(M)

3 v gh, g—(.&.‘n.&‘.&

4 av dh, d= (&\3:) a

5a0"h= (pﬂ)
6 aiwv= (020) a
.7 avz= (‘.a'q) )

. 8 20" (ch) h= (Ao o
. 9 (o) om” () th = (m.\,)dv
100 @(@y= (:M)
,20 & kh, k = (48)
0erl= (a8) A

70 oo a (&) = (&%) &

80 o ” v,p-—(i—‘i)ss
90 av* s = (ang)
) 100 () wo* q = (8aw) o
200 0" r = (.:a)

300 w* (sh) s° = (T"':) o

400 av* , so~ thys) t = (Q2&) A

The vowels are expressed by certain dots above or below the letters with or without certain
consonants.

The vowels are: ;«m__ S @@ @Y Q9 oY 8 e ; @%—p 57—, naeg._‘:l..":'lula:l.:.'lc:x
ax ax

2aciayed A Thes lettersare not joined to the following letter nor do they touch each other.

There are no doubled letters in Syriac. But we pronounce some letters doubled , under certain
conditions and this mode of pronunciation is called Doubling.

Similarly, we pronounce two letters as one under certfain particular situations and is called
Assimilation.
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The Personal Pronouns :

~ They she he
Of the third person: 3¢ LT wel ac
You (pl) you (sing.)
Of the second person: a3}  « 883} of3}  As}
We I
Of the first person : é» 2.:'12.

The personal ﬁronouns can be used as verb to be in the present tense agreeing with the subject
in gender number and person. eg. (You are Ioseph) Anm.; &32'. A’ii.

Note: 1)When they are used as verbs the ¢ of 74;: andthe @ of wef. aet are occulted
(marked byasmall line above and are not pronounoed) eg Jvaxa 42 22 (1am Jesus)
(He is Mathew) gci ..A‘x.: ac

Note 2)When getis joined to @efthe second efis changed into w (yod) and becomes quacl eg.

2839 axaot. uAW aac
The verbal form used alone can show the subject also. Mz 2428 (You are Thomas)
cui .S.mm I am Joseph. 241 -.um I am Mathew. '

The third person plurals used as verbs are T"‘% \o.q: g H& JAMZ. .\o.az, 3.»2.
Rem.1) As pronouns they are used in the accusative case.

2) _Mz. and @@t are usually fused together as QMJ: z..'».,.m 9L'\.l’ 2.:,233.: 9&4’;

The personal pronouns éan be declined thus (though scientifically they are combined.with some
particles/prepositions). eg. o aé 01& q&.v.\ ot o ol & 513-3;! et

L \'0013 \6613 \6613.&\6391 ' oo pfﬂ& gd‘l& vwﬁaa I

PEREPTIE Ty sy w2l wal wak il

P83 (aal el \°=."5-.‘? L P el el palaa dal

A P A o2 W A g

The enclitic form of the personal pronouns are called inseparable pronouns. They are grouped
into different sets to be added to nouns verbs and particles. The first group added to nouns

ending in 2~ can easily be derived from the declension of the personal pronouns.
1’hey arc :-\ -0\—: .\.I' lﬁ -\69 .hh.?? -&‘: -eiq— l\ém- " ﬁz 01-.7

(The other groups can be formed/learned from these ).
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